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A Study on toward the Realization of People-Centered Road Spaces
-Possibility of utilizing "Parklets" and "HOKOMICHI"



Chihiro HASHIMOTO, Mankichi AOYAMA and Satoru YAMAOKA

Globally, especially in urban centers, efforts to shift road use from vehicle-centered to people-centered are intensi-
fying. In Japan too, initiatives to create people-centered road spaces are increasing not only in city centers but also in
tourist areas, residential districts, and various other locations.

This paper examines the future development of people-centered road spaces. It collects and organizes information
primarily from web sources, including the status of parklet implementation, the designation status of "HOKOMICHI”,
and overseas parklet manuals, aiming to contribute to the future advancement of people-centered road spaces.

Specifically, based on case studies and international examples, it analyzes the characteristics of roads where parklets
are installed and summarizes the designation status of "THOKOMICHI”. Furthermore, requirements for implementing
“HOKOMICHI” systems were identified from publicly available materials. Analysis suggests that “HOKOMICHI”
systems can be applied to parklets installed on shoulders or other road areas, indicating potential for expanding parklet
implementation to various road types in the future.
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A STUDY ON THE LOCATION OF “ROADSIDE STATION” CONTRIBUTING
TO WIDE-AREA DISASTER PREVENTION

Ko YOSHIHARA, Yuuto KUBOTA and Izumi EMOTO

As natural disasters intensify, there is a growing need to build robust social infrastructure that supports
wide-area collaboration to respond to large-scale disasters spanning multiple municipalities.

The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) supports efforts to establish wide-
area disaster prevention bases by designating “roadside stations”—which are positioned as wide-area dis-
aster prevention hubs in prefectural regional disaster prevention plans—as “Disaster Prevention Roadside
Stations.”

As the frequency of natural disasters is expected to increase further, building a wide-area disaster pre-
vention network utilizing the scattered “roadside stations” nationwide is essential for these stations to con-
tribute to sustainable regional development.

Therefore, this paper analyzes the relationship between the location of “disaster prevention roadside sta-
tions” and population distribution. It examines methods for identifying regions requiring new selections of
“disaster prevention roadside stations” and the criteria for roadside stations that could be candidates for
additional selection.
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Ken HATAKEYAMA, Akitoshi HAMASHIMA, Hiroki TERAYAMA

Tadashi INOUE, Akihito MABUCHI and Seiji MORIYAMA

The National Road Facility Inspection DB (hereinafter referred to as the Inspection DB) released by the Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) in 2022 (R4) integrates the specifications and inspection results of each facility into
a single record, and the history of inspections and repairs can also be recorded and viewed. In addition, by linking the records of
the inspection database with the results of the repair work, it is expected to contribute to appropriate design, ordering, and con-
struction. However, for items other than the inspection results, such as the name of the repair work, the Ministry of Land, Infra-
structure, Transport and Tourism office can also see shades of input. In local governments, only the inspection results required to
be recorded in specifications and Atticle 77 of the Road Law are entered. In this study, we examined the method of linking in-
spection databases with deliverables using the office of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism as an example,
and based on the results of the studies, we examined the effective use of inspection databases in local governments and the meth-

ods and effects related to linking them with deliverables.
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